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join him in Siennese territory, as soon as he perceived
what was impending. Yet, however much the Duke
protested that he had no intention to make any
change in the State of Florence, there were few who be-
lieved him. Florence, weary and sorely reduced by the
long struggle of the Pisan war, was an easy prey.
Conscious of this, great was her anxiety and alarm
at Cesare's request for passage. The Signory replied
granting him the permission sought, but imposing the
condition that he should keep to the country, refrain-
ing from entering any town, nor bring with him into
Florentine territory Vitelli, Orsini, or any other en-
emy of the existing government. It happened, how-
ever, that when the Florentine ambassador reached
him with this reply, the Duke was already over the
frontier of Tuscany with the excluded condottieri in
his train.
It was incumbent upon him, as a consequence, to
vindicate this high-handed anticipation of the un-
qualified Florentine permission which had not arrived.
So he declared that he had been offended last year by
Florence in the matter of Forli, and again this year in
the matter of Faenza, both of which cities he charged
the Signory with having assisted to resist him3 and
he announced that, to justify his intentions so far as
Florence was concerned, he would explain himself at
Barberino.
There, on May I2th, he gave audience to the am-
bassador. He declared to him that he desired a good
understanding with Florence, and that she should
offer no hindrance to the conquest of Piombino, upon
which he was now bound; adding that since he placed
no trust in the present government, which already